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                          PRESIDENTS REPORT-2020 

 
The 2020 season was a like no other, and many will breathe a sigh of relief that it is over. 
The OIFC did however put 5 teams on the park and achieved some finals success, without 
bringing home any flags. 

The Club’s main mission is to provide an opportunity for Old Scholars and Aquinians to come 
to an environment where they can play with their mates and develop new and lasting 
friendships, in a supportive and sociable environment. The Club also continues to welcome 
other players, from outside our normal recruiting areas, who wish to be part of the Iggies 
culture.  

We should all be exceptionally proud of the way we stayed together as a Club in 2020 and 
worked through all the issues that were thrown at us and the challenges that were 
presented. The committee’s decision to not field a Men’s D grade team was not taken lightly 
and in the end, proved to be a mistake. I apologize to all the players who were impacted by 
this decision. 

 

FOOTBALL 

 

The Club was again superbly led by our Head Coach, Damian Boots. We are fortunate to 
have Damian leading the Club with his dedication and professionalism to the task and his 
genuine care and concern for players throughout the Club. Damian was ably assisted by our 
Football Director, Kevin Whitford, who also brings a wealth of knowledge. 

Tom Sexton again led our women’s football and was instrumental in getting a second side 
registered. Due to having a reserves team, the League asked us to go to Division 1, in which 
the girls preformed fantastically. We are now in discussions with the League as to what 
division the girls should be in for 2021.  

The hurdles that had to be jumped to comply with all the Covid requirements at the 
beginning of the year were immense. Given our location, we were always in the spotlight 
and we had the added scrutiny of SACA.  The hard work that went into preparing trainings in 
accordance with Covid requirements and complying with all other off-field necessities, was 
immense. 

After a nine game season for the men, all 3 teams were in the finals. The C grade, led by 
Henry Curtis and Nathan Bailey, who did a good job in juggling around 60 players ,lost in the 



Elimination Final. The B grade which was led by Tim Rice, also lost in the Elimination Final. 
Their loss was by only a solitary point and they could be considered unlucky. Our A grade 
was on an amazing seven game winning streak when it travelled to Henley for the first semi 
final.  Unfortunately, we were unable to continue the winning streak, however, finishing 4th 
in Division 2 was a great achievement and record for the Club. 

The Women’s football program continues to develop under the watchful eye of Tom Sexton. 
Tom pushed hard for the second team this year and was vindicated with the numbers that 
turned up to play. The A grade again made finals , making its way through to the Preliminary 
Final, before losing to the powerful Payneham team. Our reserves team also made it to the 
Preliminary Final, losing by just 3 points. Jo Birks did a great job in nurturing this young team 
and should be thrilled with their efforts and accomplishments. 

We should all be very proud of our women’s teams and their ongoing development.  Tom 
and his support staff have developed a caring and welcoming environment that should be 
acknowledged and applauded. The girl’s, now playing on Saturday, can get back to the Bath 
and enjoy the Club environment to the full, which they do!! 

Putting this number of teams on the field takes a considerable effort and I would like to 
acknowledge the following : 

 DANIEL GIRDHAM   ADAM WEST   SAM JANETSKI 

 NICK MARTIN   DAVID SCHWAB     ED CURTIS 

CLIFF FLOWER   JOHN VAGNARELLI   JULIE WINTER 

MICHAEL CONNELLY   KELLY ROSSI   DYLAN COOK 

NICK HAGICOSTAS 

 

SPONSORSHIP 

 

As was to be expected, this year proved to be a difficult one for many sponsors. Our major 
sponsor, The Bath Hotel was closed for much of the year and severely restricted during the 
times it was able to trade. Tony did however, go out of his way ,to provide the OIFC with as 
much space and access as possible. We were fortunate to negotiate a pretty good 
arrangement, that I think most enjoyed.  To our other sponsors that supported us in this 
difficult 2020, I want to pass on my thanks and appreciation. 

 

FACILITIES 

 

We continue to have a good dialogue with SACA and they are pleased with us as tenants. 
We will continue to be flexible with our trainings and games, thus allowing SACA to manage 



their operations.  We are indeed fortunate to have such magnificent facilities and it is 
incumbent on all of us to look after them. We have met SACA recently and they could see 
no reason as to why the lease would not be extended to 2027. 

 

COMMITTEE 

 

As the Club grows in size, we need a strong and dedicated committee. I would like to thank 
all of the members for contributing so much during this tough year. I would like to thank our 
main office bearers as noted below: 

VICE PRESIDENT : DAN EDDINGTON 

TREASURER :  PAUL ZOLLO 

SECRETARY : DANIEL MCCABE 

MEDIA:   MATT OVERY 

ASST FOOTBALL DIRECTOR : LUKE KERINS 

 

Additionally, I would like to acknowledge the retiring members of the committee who have 
supported the Club for many years. 

DANIEL ORLANDO 

SAM WHITTLESON 

DAN EDDINGTON 

LUKE KERINS 

 

I welcome the new committee members who will be inducted this evening. 

 

FINANCES 
 

As previously mentioned, this has been a particularly difficult year. Our Treasurer has however 
declared a small profit in the finance report, which I was delighted to receive. The Club was able to 
keep its expenses in check, knowing income would be at a premium. We, as a committee, were 
thrilled to see players and supporters embrace the wine offer, which was critical in balancing our 
books in 2020. These fund raising initiatives are critical to our ongoing viability and I continue to ask 
that you support them, when the opportunity arises. 

 



VOLUNTEERS 

As the Club has grown, so to has the off-field work load. I have mentioned many of these 
people already, but I would further like to thank the following; 

Patty Tymukas 

Paul McEntee 

Peter Zollo 

The Dropkick Editors…. Nick Griffin, Ed Vagnarelli, Woody Shaw 

The BBQ cooks and coordinators --Lachlan Kirchner  Patrick Steen 

The Bar staff upstairs 

Our Boundary, Goal and Field Umpires 

 

MEDICAL 

To Lauren and her team, I thank you for your care and concern for all our players. Your work 
at our games and trainings, is done with professionalism and with a smile on your faces. We 
are indeed lucky to have such a dedicated group. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD---2021 

 

I am looking forward to 2021, as the Club fields 6 teams. Our men will build on their efforts 
from 2020, with our A grade sure to make an impact in Div2. The women continue to 
develop and I am confident that we will see both teams in the finals again in 2021. 

The Club will continue to grow and be innovative, both on and off the field. We intend being 
proactive in player welfare and development.  The committee and senior management is 
committed to growing and managing a successful Club, which prides itself on a welcoming 
and positive environment, in the Iggies tradition.  We have a loyal and passionate supporter 
base and dedicated group of people, who are driving the Club forward.  

I look forward to 2021 , with the ongoing support of the Iggies community off field and the 
on field success of our playing groups. 

 

As Always----Go Iggies 

 

PAUL KIRCHNER 

PRESIDENT   OIFC  


